Pl ali n |

Closing Statenen®WN DAY 8 i

T




Purpose of Our Trial:
The Purpose of All Trials

. Fix what can be fixed

. Help what can be helped

. Make up for that which cannot be
fixed or helped



Why did we have to go
through this trial?

Mr. Potteroff drove too fast on ice

Mr. Potteroff passed a small truck and the
wind from his big rig caused the truck to lose
control

U.S.A. Trucking refused to accept

responsibility ?

Mr. Potteroff refused to accept &
responsibility
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Rules of the Road

Different drivers, different rules

U.S.A. Trucking and Mr. Potteroff are
professionals

Professionals must care about safety
Why drive fast? ($$$$$)

Why pass on ice? ($$$$9%)

Why drive fast and pass on ice? ($$$3$5)



Rules for Big
Trucking Corporations

A Responsibility of all trucking outfits:

I Safety first T Safety to the public
I Always err on the side of safety
I Never put money over safety

THEY BROKE ALL THE RULES



Eval uate Def endart

A They had choices i Choices were careless

I First choice was their worst choice i they took a
giant truck onto an icy highway

I They knew the winds were blowing 20 mph

I They knew the big rig was going to cause wind
gusts and scare the heck out of people it passed

I They cared more about money and cattle

I They did not put safety first



Eval uate Def endart

A Who did his bad choices hurt?

I Picture the family

| Picture the baby T 2 years old

i Picture the toddler i 4 years old

i Picture the child i 7 years old

I Picture the high school sweetheart

| Picture the electrician and his friends

| Picture the father and the grandfather

i Picture his and his wifeos
I Picture the future for everyone



What can you fix?

A Lost income

i Past $260,000.00
(4x $65K annual income)

I Future $4,000,000.00
(lifetime loss average)



What can you fix?

A Medical Care

i Past $2,200,700.00
(bills)

I Future $9,233,099.00
(includes return to home)



WHAT CAN YOU MAKE BETTER?

A PECUNIARY: ANY DAMAGES THAT CAN BE
VALUED IN TERMS OF MONEY

A INCLUDE:

I CARE, TRAINING, ADVICE, GUIDANCE AND
EDUCATION

A 3 Children
i 70+ YEARS x 3 = 210 YEARS LOST
i VALUE - 4.5 MILLION



TO FIX COSTS:
Between $15 - $18 MILLION



Worst crime of all

A It was not enough to drive fast on ice for money
and greed.

Al't was not enough to de:
A It was not enough to destroy a family.

THEY HAD TO CALL MR. WISE A LIAR AND
BLAME HIM FOR THEIR CARELESSNESS



Both Defendants
Deny Responsibility
A Why?

I Answer: Because they will not accept
responsibility. Because of money.

A We had to come to court for justice.
A They broke the rules.

YOU CAN FIX MOST OF IT



Thi s case
ANEEDLESS

I Breakup of the Wise family and end of Mr.
Wi seds | i1 velihood

I Could have been avoided

I By safe judgments instead of greed
judgments



Thi s case |

A SENSELESS

I Because of the greed of the trucking company
and their driver, greed and speed on ice with
high winds, four lives were ruined



Thi s case
AENDLESS

I The man is no longer a man
I The family is no longer a family
I The wife is no longer a wife

And it will never end for the Wise family




Rules and Regulations

Federal Highway Administration

COMMERCIAL VEHICLE
PREVENTABLE ACCIDENT MANUAL

A Guide to Countermeasures

S. C. Uzgiris
C. Hales
M. A. Dilich

Triodyne Inc.
Vehicle and Mobile Equipment Center

U.S. Department of ‘Transportation
Office of Motor Carriers

Accident Preventability:

The manual uses the notion that a preventable accident is cne wherein the d

. nver and/or the carmier fai
10 act in a reasonably expected manner to prevent it. This concept is broader than the comm;?;rufa;c
S

safety management tool for improving safety where accident preventability is judged only on th i
of the driver's performance. Thus, this manual presents countermeasures thich seek to im "
performance as well as driver performance. It should be noted that thi
for judging whether a given level of performance is reasonable.

Prove carmier
S manual does not set oyt Criteria



Rules and Regulations
PASSING B5

TYPICAL ACCIDENT SITUATIONS

[1
v

COUNTERMEASURE
Objective:

To prevent accidents during passing by anticipating the hazards involved
and knowing how to safely avoid them.







